
Dear Parents and Carers,

As we come to the end of a long and busy term, I would like to take this opportunity
to reflect on my first Christmas at Cliffe Woods. It has been a real pleasure, and one
that I have thoroughly enjoyed.

I would like to sincerely thank parents and carers for your continued support and
understanding this term. Staff absence has been higher than we would usually
expect, and I am very grateful for the patience and positivity you have shown
throughout. Your support makes a genuine difference to both staff and pupils.

I have particularly enjoyed all three Christmas performances, which were a wonderful
celebration of the children’s hard work, as well as our Christmas dinner day, which
was a lovely occasion for the whole school community. Christmas in a primary school
is always something special, and I have especially enjoyed it this year.

I hope you enjoy finding out more about what the children have been learning this
term in the pages that follow.

Finally, I would like to wish you all a very happy Christmas and a restful break, and I
look forward to welcoming everyone back for a great start to the new year.

Mr Bernard - Headteacher
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Our Learning - Term 2

Year R

It has been a very busy term in EYFS, with the children
continuing to settle happily into school life. They have

shown fantastic progress in phonics, growing in
confidence with blending, reading and early writing. In
maths, we have focused on building number confidence

through subitising, exploring more and less, recognising
patterns, and learning about shape.

We have enjoyed learning about and celebrating a wide
range of special events and festivals, including Halloween,

Day of the Dead, Bonfire Night, Diwali, Bandhi Chhor
Divas and, of course, Christmas. 

One of the highlights of the term was the children
performing their first nativity, A Little Bird Told Me. The

children sang and performed with such confidence, we are
incredibly proud of them all!

Christmas has also brought lots of festive fun, with plenty
of crafting and decorating. The children created

decorations for our classrooms and shared areas and even
helped to decorate a Christmas tree in our outdoor area! 



During term 2, Year 1 worked hard and made excellent
progress. In English, the children developed their writing

through familiar settings and well-known story structures,
exploring pattern and rhyme alongside simple instructions.

There was a strong focus on letter formation and basic writing
skills, with children growing in confidence and independence.

Phonics learning continued to be a key priority this term. The
children worked diligently to practise their sounds, blending

and segmenting with increasing accuracy, and many have
shown real determination and resilience in developing their

early reading skills.

In History, the children enjoyed learning about the
Gunpowder Plot, gaining an understanding of events from the

past and beginning to explore how we remember and talk
about historical events today.

We are incredibly proud of all the children for their wonderful
participation in the Year 1 Nativity. Every child showed

confidence, enthusiasm and teamwork, making it a truly
special performance and a highlight of the term.

Well done to all of our Year 1 children for their hard work and
positive attitude throughout Term 2.

Year 1



In Year 2, we have been busy designing and building our
own bridges. Using a design sheet to help us plan, we

followed a “think, make, break” process, testing our ideas
and making improvements when something didn’t work.
We explored the key features of bridges and learned how

different structures can be supported, helping us to
strengthen and improve our own creations.

Year 2



Excellence From All

Year 3



Year 4 have had a busy Term 2 with trips to the Royal
Opera House and Rochester Cathedral. Those

learning recorder in Terms 1 & 2 played some of the
songs they had learned to the class. We enjoyed the
PTA Christmas Day, visiting the Christmas Fair and

being visited by Father Christmas and Mrs Claus.

 This week, our trip to see The Nutcracker inspired
our own set designs in DT, also our blanket design for

our donkey for St Helen’s Church in Cliffe. Our
English work on The Lion Witch and the Wardrobe led

to hot chocolate, Turkish delight and traditional
games on Narnia day. We loved performing J-I-N-G-

L-E Bells in our Christmas Song assembly this week –
ask how it goes – it’s catchy! Merry Christmas from

everyone in Year 4!

Excellence From All

Year 4



Year 5

Year 5 have had a jam-packed and exciting term filled with a variety of activities. In
English, we started the term with War Game, a powerful and thought-provoking
text that explored the experiences of soldiers during World War I and helped us

discuss themes such as courage, sacrifice and the impact of war. We then
embraced the festive spirit with A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens, where we

learned about the transformation of Ebenezer Scrooge and explored themes of
generosity, kindness and the true meaning of Christmas. 

Alongside our reading, we completed interesting project work all about the planets
and created imaginative parody surrealist artwork inspired by artists like Salvador

Dali. In Design and Technology, we designed and built moving aeroplanes from
wood, developing our practical skills and problem-solving abilities. 

In History, we investigated the life of Boudicca and brought our learning to life by
creating our own podcasts where we interviewed her. In Computing, the children
have shown amazing knowledge of video editing using Clip Champ to create their

own mini war game cartoon movies and even editing their own Christmas video. In
Geography, we focused on travel and tourism and strengthened our map-reading

skills by finding grid references for different locations. 

In Maths, we have made great progress by improving our understanding of
fractions and becoming much more confident when using column multiplication.

In Spanish, we learned how to discuss different hobbies and practised our
conversational skills. Overall, it has been a busy, creative and highly productive

term for Year 5.

Excellence From All
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In November, year 6 visited the Kuflink Stadium, home to
Ebbsfleet United Football Club. Phil, who had organised the

visit, explained the origins and history of the club. Following
this, the children had to order team shirts and stadium photos

with the earliest first. This activity was quite challenging!

 During a tour of the stadium, Phil explained who would sit in
the various sections of the stands; how much the newest stand
cost and the strategic design of the home and away changing

rooms. The children all had an amazing time and were keen to
return to watch a match.

Excellence From All

Year 6



Sporting Success

Well done to Alfie H who came
3  in the Spanish Open against

11 other players from across
the world, battling torrential

rain for 3 straight tournament
rounds.

rd

That is an amazing
achievement.

Amazing Art

Well done to Henri J in Year 3
who entered a National Art
Competition ran by Cygnets
Art School recently. He was

lucky enough to be in the final
5 in his age category beating

100s of entries!

It is great to be able to
celebrate the successes of the

children of Cliffe Woods in
school and out of school.



Dates for the Diary 

Please take a careful look at the following dates, all of which can be found
on the Events Calendar on the school website, and make a note of any
that may affect your child. 

Have Your Say Meetings: 

Tuesday 3  February at 2.30pmrd

Friday 24  April at 9.00amth

Wednesday 17  June at 2.30pmth

Excellence From All

 
Friday 19  Decemberth

Monday 5  Januaryth

Tuesday 6  Januaryth

Tuesday 13  Januaryth

Thursday 15  Januaryth

Monday 19  Januaryth

Thursday 22  Januarynd

Friday 23  Januaryrd

Event 
End of Term, School Closes at 2.00pm. Please note
After School Club will close at 4.30pm on this day.
Staff Development Day (children do not attend)
Start of Term
Parent Consultations
Parent Consultations
Recruitment Fair - 17.30-19.00 - Alkerden C of E
Academy
Panto - Whole School
Springbok Class Assembly - 2.30pm
Young Voices - O2

Date



Recruitment  Fair
Aletheia Academies Trust’s

Thursday 15th January 2026
Join us on:

17:30 - 19:00

Find out more about Aletheia including:

New job opportunities

 Exciting workshops

Chances to network

Volunteering & Governance opportunities

Interested in a career in education?

Our Workshops

Next Steps for Alkerden  

Job Roles & Permanent Move

Find out about Alkerden’s upcoming move to 
its permanent site and the new possibilities it 
will unlock, including the planned opening of 

the Primary Phase in September 2026.

Understand what Aletheia looks for in 
candidates, strengthen your interview skills, 
and feel prepared and confident, rather than 

nervous, for your next interview.

Interview Success

From Nervous to Noteworthy

Get into Teaching:

Everything you need to know

Find out more about our School-Centred Initial 
Teacher Training Programme and take the first 
step towards a rewarding career in teaching, 
supported by experienced professionals and 

real classroom practice from day one

JUST ADDED!

Available to book 
via Eventbrite

Location: Alkerden C of E Academy, Portbridge Gardens, DA10 1GG 



0330 113 0330 (Mon–Thurs 8am-8pm, Fri 8am-6pm, local rate) rocksteadymusicschool.com

BOOK YOUR CHILD’S
PLACE ONLINE

IGNITE THEIR SELF-BELIEF
Children learn to play an instrument in their very own band.

Fun and inclusive in-school band lessons. No music theory involved.

Follow their musical journey in your Backstage account.

Exam-free, Ofqual-regulated Trinity music qualification.

Instruments provided and no experience necessary.

https://www.rocksteadymusicschool.com/


Rocksteady Music School Ltd. Registered in England No. 08111026

0330 113 0330
(Mon–Thurs 8am-8pm Fri 8am-6pm, local rate)
info@rocksteadymusicschool.com

£44.68 per month (no payment in August).
Money back guarantee for the first month. Cancel at any time.

START THEIR
MUSICAL JOURNEY
START THEIR
MUSICAL JOURNEY

“I’ve seen him 
flourish socially and 
have friends across 

the year group.”
Bekki

“My son actually 
wants to go to school 

on his Rocksteady 
days. It has given him 

an alternative to 
academic learning.”

Michelle

“Her confidence has 
grown so much. It has 

helped her in all 
aspects of her life.”

Louise

Have fun and learn       
by playing
Children work their way 
through a curriculum of up 
to 300 musical skills.

Inclusive and hassle-free!

Takes place in school, 
instruments provided and no 
experience necessary!

Much more than
music
Improves wellbeing, 
confidence, social skills and 
academic achievement. 

Taught by professional 
musicians
Rocksteady band leaders are 
highly trained musicians who 
make learning music fun.

End every term on a
high note
Watch your child shine as   
they perform in their end of 
term concerts.

Progress at their
own pace
Your child can achieve an 
exam-free, Ofqual-regulated 
Trinity music qualification!

Choose from: Keyboard, guitar, bass, drums or vocals.

mailto:info@rocksteadymusicschool.com
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