
CLIFFE WOODS PRIMARY SCHOOL 
NEWSLETTER – 1st March 2023 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
We would like to welcome you and your children back to term 4 – and today is the first day of 
meteorological spring so hopefully we can look forward to some sunny days ahead. 
 
Communication 
We are aware of the issues that some of you have experienced with our transition to Arbor, and we 
would like to thank you for your patience with this. We are all learning fast and our office team are 
doing a sterling job trying to deal with any issues. 
 
We are trialling a new reward system, where children who have done something extra-special, 
either linked to one of our core values or within the classroom, will be given a postcard to take home 
to acknowledge this.  These postcards are in addition to the golden certificates and we hope will 
encourage children to continue to follow our core values. Hopefully you will soon start to receive 
some of these postcards.  
 
Diversity 
The children have been encouraged to participate in a competition linked to the theme ‘Show 
Racism the Red Card’, which has been organised by Mr Wrobel.  The quality of the work produced 
has been incredible, and we are looking forward to some successful entries.  We will keep you 
posted of any awards that we are given.  
 
School Improvements 
You will have noticed that the path to the Early Years entrance, as well as an additional path into the 
school, have now been completed.  We are still waiting for the new gates, but we are sure that once 
they have been installed the drop off and collection process will be much smoother. 

 

                                          
 
Mr Allen’s Garden 
Mr Allen’s garden is now really starting to take shape, and we are very grateful for the donations of 
plants that we have received.  There will be an official opening later this term, where Mr Allen’s 
family and the children and staff who knew him will be involved.  We are also planning on inviting 
families to visit the garden on a Saturday afternoon following the official opening, more details will 
follow.   
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Donation 
We were very fortunate to receive a generous 
donation of many biographical books ‘Little 
People-Big Dreams’ to add to our non-fiction 
collection.  These were donated by one of our 
Parent Governor’s, who is going to add to this 
collection on a regular basis. We know they 
will be a popular resource for the children.   

 

Reading Ambassadors 
Last term, we advertised for the post of school Reading Ambassadors and had some absolutely 
outstanding applications from several of our pupils. It was a challenge to select the successful 
candidates from these applications, but we have appointed 9 children to work alongside our English 
Lead, Mrs Robins.  Their role is to promote reading for pleasure across the school. This will also 
involve supervising a reading area at playtimes and recommending books children may enjoy.  
Those children who were disappointed not to be selected will have further opportunities to be 
involved. 
 
If you have any good quality children’s books at home that you would like to donate to our outdoor 
reading areas, we would be extremely grateful. Please drop these into the school office. 
 
Charity 
Thank you again so much for your generosity, the school raised £452.06 for the children’s mental 
health charity ‘Place2Be’, which we know will make a difference to those in need.  
 
Red Nose Day – Year 4 children will be selling cookies, loom bands and bookmarks to Key Stage 2 
children on Tuesday and Wednesday 14th and 15th March. On Friday 17th March we will be inviting 
children to wear their red noses and non-uniform for a small donation – further details to follow. 
 
PTA 
The PTA will be selling second hand uniform on Monday 6th March in the school dining hall. 
Parents/carers will be able to come into school via the front playground from 3.00pm that afternoon. 
 
As we have previously mentioned, the children are being introduced to a ‘craze of the week’, which 
so far have been clapping games.  To develop this further we are planning to organize the 
playground into a variety of zones, and the PTA have agreed to resource some of these using funds 
raised at their various events.  The zones will include a reading zone, clapping zone, quiet zone and 
games zone to name a few.  
 
Sport Updates 
On Tuesday afternoon, a team of 10 children took part in a Trust Netball competition. After finishing 
second in their group, they progressed to the 3rd / 4th place playoff. They came a very 
commendable fourth position out of nine teams. The team played incredibly well and were excellent 
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representatives for the school. A special mention must go to Marielle who was awarded a Fair Play 
Certificate. 
 
PE Tops and Hoodies 
As you are aware, we recently purchased tops and hoodies for the children to wear when 
representing Cliffe Woods in a sporting event. As we are participating in quite a few sports 
competitions, it is really important that these are returned to school quickly after an event. There are 
several tops and hoodies that have not been returned following the football tournaments and table 
tennis Mini Youth Games last term. If you have a Cliffe Woods top or hoodie at home, can you 
please return these to Mrs Weir. Thank you. 
 
Music 
Rochester Children’s Orchestra have opportunities for children between the ages of 7 and 14 who 
play an orchestral instrument to play and perform together in order to gain experience in large-scale 
ensemble music-making.  We have invited Gwen Nathan, the Director of Music at King’s Prep 
School, to come in and talk to our children about this.  If you think your child would be interested you 
can register your interest at www.rochesterchildrensorchestra.org 
 
Coronation Picnic 
After the success of the family Jubilee picnic, we have decided to hold another family picnic on 
Friday 12th May to celebrate the Coronation.  
 
Reminders 
You may be aware that there is further industrial action planned by the National Education Union, 
starting from tomorrow, 2nd March.  We are not expecting that this will have any direct impact on our 
provision, and there are no plans to close the school for any of these planned days. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mrs K Connolly 
Head of School 
 
Dates for the Diary 
Please take a careful look at the following dates, all of which can be found on the Events 
Calendar on the school website, and make a note of any that may affect your child. 
 
Thursday 2nd March   Tiger Class Assembly 
     World Book Day 
Wednesday 8th March   Parent Consultations 
Thursday 9th March                            Panther Class Assembly 
     Parent Consultations 
Wednesday 15th March                      PTA Mother’s Day Wrap    
Thursday 16th March    Mother’s Day Afternoon Tea 
Friday 17th March   Red Nose Day (Non-uniform) 
     Mother’s Day Afternoon Tea 
Monday 20th March   Inset Day (School Closed to Pupils) 
Thursday 23rd March   Zebra Class Assembly 
Friday 31st March   Last day of Term 
Friday 12th May                                  Coronation Picnic 
   
Have Your Say Meetings:   
Friday 28th April at 9.00am 
Tuesday 27th June at 2.30pm 

http://www.rochesterchildrensorchestra.org/

