
CLIFFE WOODS PRIMARY SCHOOL 
NEWSLETTER – 24th March 2023 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
As we are nearing the end of the term, we would like to thank you again for your support for the 
school, our wonderful pupils and school community.  It has been a busy term with many successes.   
 
Our new website is now up and running, so please do take time to have a look.  We think you will 
find it easy to navigate and full of important information.  Cliffe Woods Primary School 
 
Communication 
When we return to school after the Spring Break, we will be moving our homework and online 
learning offer to Google Classrooms.  This is a useful tool and provides a safe and easy way for 
teachers to connect with the children by sharing assignments, activities and reminders.  A separate 
letter will be sent out next week explaining how you can access this platform, with your personal 
logins. 
 
Diversity 
Following on from our successful Year One visit to the Gurdwara, we are in the process of 
organising a trip for Year Five to a place of worship.  Further details to follow. 
 
We continue to add to our reading resources, highlighting a range of backgrounds and with 
representatives from communities within the protected characteristics groups.  We would like to 
thank the PTA for their support in funding this. 
 
Our RE Lead, Miss Thomas, would like to share an opportunity for families to visit Chatham 
Memorial Synagogue on Sunday 26th March as part of the INTRA SPRING programme. This allows 
the opportunity to learn about the Jewish community in Medway, compare religions, or just admire 
the beauty of this wonderful building! Tours available at 10:30am, 12:00pm, 1:30pm and 3:00pm. 
Booking Details: Pre-booking required via: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/566341421437 
 
School Improvements 
The additional pedestrian gate is now in use, and we hope that this has eased the crowding issues 
at drop off and pick up times.  We were also made aware of the puddling on the new concrete by 
the vehicular gates, and this has been repaired by the company who laid it over the February break.  
 
We are delighted to advise you that we have been awarded some funding to change all our lights to 
LED lights, saving the school money on energy bills and at the same time working towards our 
sustainability goal.  
 
Woodland Adventure 
Over the weekend of 11th and 12th of March we were alerted to some tampering in our Woodland 
Adventure area on the field.  You can see from the photos below that large metal posts/spikes were 
moved, which could have resulted in someone being injured.  We would like to remind any of you 
that use the school field for community activities to ensure that children are not permitted to go near 
our Woodland Adventure area or to touch any of the equipment either on the field or in our 
Foundation Stage area. 
 

                             

https://www.cliffewoods.medway.sch.uk/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/566341421437
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Mr Allen’s Garden 
The official opening of the garden that has been created for Mr Allen is set for Friday 31st March at 
10:30 am.  This is for Mr Allen’s family and staff/children who knew him well.  As we know that there 
are many of you who either made a donation to the GoFundMe page or who would just like to see 
the garden, we are opening the space up on Saturday, 15th April, from 2pm until 4pm where families 
will be able to see the finished garden.                  
 
Wellbeing 
Mid Kent Mind are offering Everyday Mental Health Training - a free, one-hour course which 

provides an opportunity for people to learn more about mental health, how they can practise self-

care, and also how they can support others who may be struggling.  

This is a great course for families and parents/carers who may benefit from learning more about 

how they can have conversations about mental health. It’s also a great opportunity to give them 

advice around how they can cope with their mental health – something which is important given the 

challenges many of us face currently as a result of the cost-of-living crisis.  

If you are interested please visit: www.maidstonemind.org/everyday-mental-health-training/ 

Parking 
Please could I also remind everyone once again to be considerate when parking in the roads near 
to school.  We have received further reports of cars blocking driveways which not only makes it 
difficult for our neighbours accessing their driveways, but also makes it difficult for parents and 
carers to cross the road safely. 
 
Lucky Mascot 
Heath in Year 5 was lucky enough to be chosen to be a mascot for West Ham at the West Ham vs 
Aston Villa game on 12th March 2023.  He was given this honour as a representative of the DT38 
Foundation, which is a charity that supports testicular cancer. Dylan Tombides, who played for West 
Ham as a striker, found a lump and was diagnosed with testicular cancer, with which unfortunately 
he lost his battle at the tender age of 20.  This is a young man’s disease, which all boys should be 
aware of and the charity DT38 works towards this end.  
 
We are very proud of Heath, as the youngest Ambassador for the charity, who was able to 
represent Dylan Tombides on his Memorial Day at West Ham Football Club. 

               

Charity 
Our wonderful Year 4 children from Parrot class, Sophia, Mia, Martha and Isla have raised a 
whopping £138.15 for the Red Nose Day charity, by selling loom bands, cookies, cakes and 
bookmarks.  We are so proud of them and their compassionate natures.   
 
PTA 
The Year 4s had an enjoyable and exciting trip to Waterstones, where they all got to choose a book 
for the school library. We would to thank the PTA for funding this, and Jewels Tours for taking the 
children to and from Bluewater in their luxurious coach.  The books will have the children’s names in 
them as a record of who chose the books.  Please ensure that these books are returned to school 
once read, as they are for the enjoyment of all pupils.  
 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.maidstonemind.org%2Feveryday-mental-health-training%2F&data=05%7C01%7CCONNOLLYK%40cliffewoods.medway.sch.uk%7C785f5bb04acf4e6c8e5b08db26265e02%7Ccee1735c35a046bf915bc41c76a55b57%7C0%7C0%7C638145718439908585%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RYlbIsmgESY2K1USY2WUOBTWvsDDYsN47SzBHBMWEE8%3D&reserved=0
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Mother’s Day Afternoon Tea 
We had a very successful afternoon tea to celebrate mothers, aunties, grandmothers and other 
special people in our children’s lives.  It was lovely to see so many of you here and for your children 
to be able to show their appreciation of all that you do for them.   
 
We would like to thank all the volunteers and the PTA, without whom the event would not have been 
able to go ahead.  A special thank you to Mrs Trill in the office, who co-ordinated the whole event. 
 
We have had a few carers suggest that the event to celebrate Mother’s Day is changed to a 
breakfast event.  We are always happy to listen to suggestions, and can we ask that if you have a 
view on this, as to whether to stick to the afternoon tea or move to a breakfast event, could you let 
us know either at the Have your Say Meeting (28th April – 9.00 am) or via email in advance of that 
meeting.  
 

           
    
Sport Updates 
Over the last few months, children in Years 5 and 6 have competed in four cross country events. 
The final event was held at Medway Park on Wednesday afternoon. 
 
All the children ran incredibly well, demonstrating great resilience and determination as well as 
athleticism. They also showed how caring they are by supporting a child, from another school, by 
running the last section of the race with him.  
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There were fantastic individual and team performances. Kaylan again won the Year 6 Girls’ 
competition; Mason came second in the Year 5 Boys’ race; Willow finished fourth in the Year 5 Girls’ 
race and Jenson was in sixth place in the Year 6 Boys’ event. 

    
 
The Year 5 Boys again won their event and another cup! The Year 6 Girls were placed second; the 
Year 5 Girls were placed third in their competition and the Year 6 Boys were fourth.  
 
Points were collated for the series and Cliffe Woods finished a very commendable second place in 
the Girls, Boys and overall placings. Well done to all to the children who have taken part in the 
cross-country events. Thank you to the parents for encouraging and supporting the children and 
also to Mrs Weir, Mrs Watson and Mrs Pare. 
 
Medway Mile 
As you may be aware, we introduced the Medway Mile this week as one of our new Playground 
Zones. When we launched it on Tuesday lunchtime, over 100 children from Key Stage Two eagerly 
took part. Every child ran at least one lap of the field (approximately  400m). Some children ran 10 
of more!  
 
Well done to them all and to the Sports Leaders who recorded the number of laps. This will 
undoubtedly have a positive impact on our sporting successes as well as improving fitness and 
enjoyment of running and sport. We will be awarding prizes for participation, progress and distance 
run over the next few weeks. 
 
SATs 
Key Stage 2 National SATs testing week starts on Tuesday 9th May.  It is really important that your 
children are in school for these important milestones. 
 
Key Stage 1 SATs are taking place during the week beginning 15th May, the Key Stage 1 phonics 
check will take place during the week beginning 12th June and the Year 4 times table assessment is 
planned to take place on 8th & 9th June. 
 
Music 
Medway Music Hub need your help!  
We are privileged as a school to be supported by the outstanding music provision from Medway 
Music Hub. In our school, thanks to the Medway Music hub, all Year 3 students receive drumming 
lessons, and all Year 4 pupils enjoy ukulele lessons. Year 1 have received quality specialist music 
lessons too. In addition, we have taken choirs to the magical carol concert at Rochester Cathedral 
and to the KS1 Music Festival, all organised and resourced by the Medway Music Hub.  
 
Unfortunately, the Government are rearranging how music education is supported and Medway will 
be merged into Kent.  This could have huge implications for our school.  
We have a big opportunity to influence this proposal and you can help by saying NO to this forced 
takeover in the Arts Council England Survey at this website Music Hubs: Proposed Areas Consultation 
(qualtrics.com) 
 

https://artscouncil.eu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_2bHGYZm4OM56TIi
https://artscouncil.eu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_2bHGYZm4OM56TIi
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Deadline for responses is Friday 31st March.  If you would like any help filling out the form, please 
contact Mrs Greening via the school office.  
 
Thank you in advance for your support. 
 
We also have Phil Bembridge who comes into school to teach guitar and keyboard lessons for 
children in Yrs 4 to 6 at the cost of £6 per lesson.  Phil has a few spaces in both lessons and would 
love to hear from you if your child wishes to join.  We have attached a copy of Phil’s poster with his 
contact details so that you may contact him direct. 
 
Coronation Picnic - Friday 12th May 
The King’s Coronation is fast approaching, and we are planning on celebrating by encouraging the 
children to wear red, white and blue on Friday 12th May. Parents will then be invited to arrive at 
school at 12pm where you will be able to meet your child/children at their usual collection points.  
Children will only be allowed to leave with their parents/carers, unless you have let the teachers 
know in advance if someone else is meeting them.  You will be able to share a picnic with your 
child/children on the field and enjoy the music and hopefully sunny weather. The children will all go 
back into school at 1pm for afternoon registration, and if you would like to take them home after that 
you will be able to do so. Please let the class teacher of office know, in advance, if you or another 
adult is planning on taking your child home after the picnic.  For those who remain in school their 
teachers will of course ensure they are kept busy and supervised, and the school day will finish at 
normal time. 
 
Reminders 
Don’t forget that we finish at 2pm on the last day of term, Friday 31st March.  Monday April 17th is a 
staff development day and the school is closed to pupils.  We look forward to welcoming the 
children back to school on Tuesday 18th April. 
 
Have a lovely Easter break, hopefully with some sunshine and chocolate! 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mrs K Connolly 
Head of School 
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Dates for the Diary 
Please take a careful look at the following dates, all of which can be found on the Events 
Calendar on the school website, and make a note of any that may affect your child. 
 
 
Tuesday 28th March   Choir event - Woodville Halls 
Wednesday 29th March  Year 4 Music Show (2pm and 6pm) 
Thursday 30th March   Year 3 Music Extravaganza (2pm and 6pm) 
Friday 31st March    Last day of term 4 – school closes at 2pm 
Monday 17th April   Staff Development Day – closed to pupils 
Tuesday 18th April   Term 5 starts for pupils 
Wednesday 19th April   SEND Coffee Morning 
Tuesday 25th April   Duckling Stay & Play at 9am 
Wednesday 26th April   Piglet Stay & Play at 9am 
Thursday 4th May   Yr 3 & 4 Trip to Living Land, Detling Showground 
Monday 8th May   Bank Holiday – King’s Coronation 
Tuesday 9th May   Key Stage 2 SATs 
Friday 12th May                                  Coronation Picnic 
 
 
   
Have Your Say Meetings:   
Friday 28th April at 9.00am 
Tuesday 27th June at 2.30pm 


