
CLIFFE WOODS PRIMARY SCHOOL 
NEWSLETTER – 10th November 2022 

 
Dear Parents and Carers 

As the nights are drawing in and we are looking forward to the festive season there is a lot 
happening in school over the next few weeks, so do keep an eye on the school calendar and the 
website. 
 
Community/Diversity 
We will be holding a Remembrance assembly on Friday 11th at 11 am, so that the children can pay 
their respects to serving and ex-serving personnel and their families.  We have been selling poppies 
for the last week and the generosity for this deserving charity continues to amaze us – so thank you. 
 
Children in Year R have been studying the 
festival of Diwali, and have produced some 
wonderful Diwali patterns.  When I visited the 
class they were very keen to share their 
learning with me and talk about the Rangoli 
patterns.  

 

 
Watches 
We really want to encourage children to learn to tell the time, so we ask that if children do wear 
watches to school, that they are analogue.  We are aware that some electronic smart watches can 
include online connectivity and we are conscious that these can be a safeguarding risk, so ask that 
they are not worn to school.  They can also be valuable and we cannot take responsibility for these 
items in school.  

 
Writing ‘Shout Outs’ 
We are delighted that several of our entries to the Young Writers Poetry competition, have been 
selected for publication in a book entitled ‘Imagine – Dream Big’.  All of those selected, will have 
received a bookmark, certificate and a letter for home requesting permission for their child’s work to 
be published. 
 
We spent a very exciting morning with author Chrissie Sains on Thursday 3rd November. Chrissie 
has written a number of books for children, including an adventure series around some hilarious 
goings on in a jam factory! Chrissie spoke about her own journey from reluctant reader to author 
and how she had struggled with spelling at school.  
 

                                                           

 
 
Have your Say Meetings 
We held one of our regular ‘Have Your Say’ meetings last week.  Whilst there were very few 
attendees, we did receive an email with a comment prior to the meeting.  A question was raised 
over the gap in the fencing close to the path leading into the school, with concerns over children 
climbing over it.  We would firstly ask that parents prevent their children from climbing any fences on 
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the school grounds, but we have also asked our site team to have a look at the issue and try to find 
a solution.  We will keep you posted on the outcome of this. 
 
Sporting Success 

It is official – Kaylan has been signed for Tottenham Hotspur and here is the evidence: 
 

 

 
 
 
 
We can’t wait to see what the future brings for 
her. 

 

 
We are pleased to announce that we have received our new team tops, which will be worn by the 
children when they are representing the school in sporting events. Thanks to a very generous 
donation from parents and money from the PTA, we were able to purchase tops and hoodies for the 
children to wear. These are modelled by Mrs Watson and Year 6 children in the photos below. 

                             
   
Our three teams in this week’s Mini Youth Games Basketball competitions are the first to wear the 
tops and look incredibly smart. 
 
The first event, the Champions Series, was a very tough day, where we played against some 
‘professional’ teams.  As always, the children tried their best and came 8th out of 12 schools.  We 
are looking forward to seeing how we do in the plate and cup challenges today.  
 
Improvements 
The outdoor learning space is well under way, with the groundwork being nearly complete.  We will 
share photographs when there is more to show! 
 
The gates are now working again, but can we please remind you not to push the pedestrian gates, 
but to wait for them to open automatically, as pushing them can damage the motors.  
 
The new pathway to allow a pedestrian entrance/exit as well as hard surface round to our EYFS 
area is planned and will be completed in the coming months. 
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School council 
Our school council continue to work together to decide, amongst other things, how to use some of 
the funds raised by the PTA.  They have also been looking at how the Dojo reward winners are 
recognised, and the majority agreed, having consulted with their classes, that they wanted to 
continue with the current reward system.  As a reminder, this is where the ten children in each class 
with the most Dojos receive a treat at the end of term 2, 4 and 6.  The prize for this term will be a 
cinema afternoon, which will involve a film in the hall and a sweet treat.  Each year group also has a 
way of rewarding children for Dojos at the end of each week.  
 
Governors 
Our governors continue to work hard behind the scenes to support and challenge the school, to 
ensure the best outcomes for our children.  Recently a learning walk was completed by governors, 
who observed and noted a positive culture of respect between pupils as peers as well as with 
adults.  It was also noted how engaged the children were in their learning around literacy and 
protecting our planet. 
 
We would also like to take the opportunity to welcome Kate Law as our new Parent Governor.  
 
PTA 
We would like to thank our hard-working PTA 
for their continued support.  The two discos 
held yesterday were both great fun and 
successful, raising in excess of £800 to 
enhance the opportunities for the children.  A 
big shout out has to go to Mr Wrobel, for 
sharing his dance moves with the children so 
well! 

 
 
Fireworks 
We are really looking forward to our fireworks extravaganza which is due to take place on Saturday 
12th November.  We hope as many of you as possible can support this event, and look forward to 
seeing you on Saturday. Please remember entry is limited to pre-purchased tickets, and the gates 
will open at 5pm, closing at 6:30pm prior to the display.  There will be a BBQ, drinks, other snacks 
and glowsticks for sale with some stalls requiring cash for payments. 
 
Charities 
 

 

 
 
 
Our children never cease to amaze us with 
their generosity, and we would like to thank 
Monty in Year 3 for donating some of the 
money he raised, when selling lavender bags, 
to our new outdoor learning space. 
 

 
 

Several children have also approached us with ideas for charity events.  We are conscious of the 
cost-of-living crisis so have agreed to limit the number of events that we hold. 
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The Shoebox appeal was extremely well-supported by our families, and we know that the donations 
will be greatly appreciated by the recipients. This term we will be raising money for Children in 
Need, with a non-uniform day on Friday 18th November, details of this event were sent out in the 
letter dated 2nd November (copy attached for ease of reference).   
 
We are also planning a ‘Danceathon’ which will take place on Wednesday 18th January. Again, 
further details to follow, but this will include opportunities for children and adults to participate in a 
marathon dance session, giving us all opportunities to keep fit after the holiday season and to raise 
funds for the PTA. 
 
Term Dates 
Term dates for the year 2023/2024 are on our website - Cliffe Woods Primary School - Term Dates 
The staff-development days for the academic year 2023/2024 will be agreed in November and will 
be shared with you in the next newsletter, once they have been confirmed.  
 
Finally, we look forward to seeing you at the exciting events that we have planned over the next few 
weeks, including the fireworks, the Christmas Fayre and the Key Stage One/EYFS productions. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mrs K Connolly 
Head of School 
 
Dates for the Diary 
Please take a careful look at the following dates, all of which can be found on the Events 
Calendar on the school website, and make a note of any that may affect your child. 
 
Saturday 12th November  Fireworks Spectacular 
Monday 14th November  Tiger Class Parent Consultations 
Tuesday 15th November  Tiger Class Parent Consultations 
Wednesday 16th November  Parent Consultations 
Thursday 17th November  Parent Consultations 

Magpie Class Assembly 
Friday 18th November   Children in Need Day (non-uniform day) 
Wednesday 23rd November  Yr 3 History Day 
Thursday 24th/25th November  Book Fair 
Thursday 24th November  Bat Class Assembly 
Friday 25th November   EYFS Bedtime Stories 
Monday 28th November  Yr 1 Gurdwara Trip 
Thursday 1st December  Owl Class Assembly 
Friday 2nd December   Yr 2 Trip to the Brook Theatre 

PTA Christmas Fayre 
 

 
Have Your Say Meetings:   
Tuesday 7th February at 2.30pm 
Friday 28th April at 9.00am 
Tuesday 27th June at 2.30pm 
 

https://www.cliffewoods.medway.sch.uk/events-calendar/term-dates

