
 

We are looking forward to a very exciting year in Year 1. We have lots of 
exciting activities planned which we are sure the children will enjoy. We 
have put a copy of your child’s class timetable in their contact book and 
this is also available on Seesaw too.  

In order to ensure a smooth transition from Year R, the children will be 
following  a similar format to the Foundation Stage Curriculum for the 
first term and will gradually move to a more formal approach.  

Reading 

Children will read with the class teacher, or teaching assistant, across three sessions within the 
week and will also change their reading books weekly.  They will be reading a Little Wandle 
schemed book during these sessions. They will bring home an alternative schemed reading book 
to read with you at home to develop their reading skills. We have found that children make far 
greater progress when reading regularly at home. We recommend 10 minutes every day of read-
ing. This can be recorded in their reading record book which needs to be returned to school dai-
ly. In addition to this they will bring home a ‘library book’ which they will change every Friday.  

Phonics 

We will continue to follow the Little Wandle phonics programme and we will be focussing on dif-
ferent sounds each week. The children will be encouraged to look for known sounds in their read-
ing and in the world around them. 

Maths 

The children will be encouraged to complete number activities at home in order to help their 
mental arithmetic and general grasp of number. 

In order to help the children to adjust to their new year group, homework (other than reading) 
will not be set until Term 2.  

Weekly homework expectation for Year 1 (from term 2) is as follows: 

Reading: 10 minutes daily 

Maths games/ tasks: 10 minutes daily 

Word work/ phonics: 15 minutes weekly 

Staff in Year One 

Mrs Gear will be teaching Koala Class and Miss Thomas will be teaching Kangaroo 
Class. We will also have Mrs Andrews, Mrs Cole, Mrs Harrison and Mrs Sandher 

helping in the classrooms. 



 

Kit and equipment 
 
Woodland Adventure will be continuing this year and will be on a Friday. Please en-
sure your child has a pair of wellington boots or old trainers, waterproof trousers 
and a jacket.  
 
Children in Year 1 do not need to bring a pencil case  or any other stationery. 
We try to do as much outdoor P.E. as possible, therefore please could you provide 
trainers and a plain blue or black tracksuit in addition to your child’s indoor kit.  

 
Please ensure all your child’s  

uniform and P.E. kit is clearly named. 

Reminders 
 

• All children must have a named  water bottle in school. 

• Fruit is provided for morning play. If you wish your child to have any other 
fruit, please ensure it is clearly named. 

• If you wish your child to have milk you can sign up  on the milk for schools web-
site: www.coolmilk.com/schools 

• The school day will run from 8.45am (please arrive between 8.45am-8.55am) un-
til 3.30pm. Pupils will enter and leave the building through the main office. 

• Please ensure your child has a suitable coat that is clearly named. 

• If your child needs any medicine in school such as an asthma pump, please make 
sure that it is in date, clearly labelled and a medicine form is filled out to ac-
company it.  

• Pupils should not wear nail varnish to school.   



 

Term 1 
What are we learning this term? 

English: 

Stories with familiar settings and traditional tales 

Writing sentences with the correct punctuation 

Poems about the senses 

Stories from other cultures 

 

Maths: 

Number: Place Value  

Number: Addition and Subtraction 

 

Art: Portraits and ’in the jungle’ looking at work from Thomas Gainsborough, 
John Constable and Henri Rousseau 

Design and Technology: Introduction to the subject 

Computing: Online safety and Microsoft Word 

Science: Parts of the body and senses  

Geography: Map work skills including, compass points, hemispheres,    conti-
nents and oceans 

History: Chronology involving Queen Elizabeth II and Queen Victoria 

Important events in History– The Plague 

 



 

Term 2 

What are we learning this term? 

English:  

Familiar Settings 

Writing linked to real life events — Guy Fawkes, The Great Fire of London 

Stories with a familiar structure 

Pattern and Rhyme 

Instructions 

 

Maths: 

Number: Place Value  

Geometry: Shape 

Number: Addition and Subtraction 

 

Art: Landscapes by John Constable 

Design and Technology: Introduction to food and structures 

Computing: Online safety and Microsoft Word 

Science: Use of everyday materials, grouping and changing materials 

Seasonal changes and how day length varies 

Geography: Exploring places in the United Kingdom 

History: Important events in History– The Plague and World War 1  



 

Handwriting    

In Year 1 we  teach  children to form  their letters using a pre-cursive style which will 
prepare them for using a joined style in later years. We really want to encourage the 
children to take pride in the presentation of their work. We will start working on pre-
cursive writing towards the end of Term 1. 

Your support with this would be really appreciated . If your child is writing at home  
then please encourage them to form letters correctly using this new style of writing. 



 

Cooking! 

The children will be taking 
part in several cookery or 
food and drink tasting  

activities this year. If your 
child is not allowed certain 
foods or drink, please ensure 
the class teacher has been 
made aware of this. 

 

As always, any questions or concerns, please let us know ei-
ther by catching us at the end of the school day or 

through your child’s contact book.  

 

 

When picking up your child at the end 
of the day please can you stand on the 
side that their class is coming out. Ko-
ala’s will be on the left side (when fac-
ing the building) and Kangaroos will be 

on the right side.  

 

Thank you. 


