
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Recommended Reading Lists for each Year group 
 
At Cliffe Woods Primary School we are passionate about developing our 
pupils love of reading. In school, we encourage our children to read for both 
purpose and pleasure and we ensure, through careful planning, that they 
get to experience a broad range of genres.  
We have put together a list of books that you may wish to read at home with 
your child. You will see that there is a variety of text types, including poems 
and non-fiction.  
 
 

 

Books for KS1 & EYFS 

KS1 book choices 

Theses books can be used for shared reading at home, independent 
reading, bedtime reading and reading for pleasure. The list includes 
picture books and some with longer text, all which have been chosen to 
challenge, inspire and enthuse your child, sparking a love of reading. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

EYFS  

 

Year 1 

 

 

  

We’re Going on a 
Bear Hunt by 
Michael Rosen 

Story with Rhythm 

Billy and the Beast 
by Nadia Shireen 

Adventure picture 
book 

The Very Hungry 
Caterpillar by Eric 
Carle 

Classic book 

How to Catch a Star 
by Oliver Jeffers 

Fantasy picture book 

 

 

 

 
 

The Bad-
tempered 
Ladybird by 
Eric Carle 
 
Classic Book 
 

Mister 
Magnolia by 
Quentin Blake 
 
Poetry 
 

Hairy Maclary 
from Donaldson’s 
Dairy 
 
Introduction to 
rhyme 
 

Cinnamon by 
Neil Gaimon 

 
Diverse fairy 
tale and 
picture book 
 

The Smile 
Shop by 
Satoshi 
Kitamura 
 
Modern fable 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Year 2 

 

 
 
 
 
 

   

 
Don’t Look in this Book by 
Samuel Langley-Swain 
Rhyming couplets 
 

Gorilla by Anthony Browne 
 
Fantasy picture book 
 

Nim’s Island  
by Wendy Orr 
 
Adventure.  
Challenging text 
 

   

 

Where the Wild Things Are 
by Maurice Sendak 
 
Classic book 
 

Everything Under the Sun 
by Molly Oldfield 
 
Non-fiction/Questions posed 
by children 
 

Inside the Villans by 
Clotilde Perrin 
 
Unusual Fairytale 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Recommended books for KS2 
The Year 3 and 4 list includes short chapter books, more advanced picture books 
and a range of themes to appeal to children aged 7-8. There are titles suitable for 
all ability ranges including both reluctant and more independent readers.  

Recommended reads for Year 5 and 6 are age-appropriate, reading-for-pleasure 
books. There are fiction and nonfiction books for all ability ranges and interests 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 

Year 3 and 4 

 

   

  

Mrs 
Pepperpot by 
Alf Proysen 

Classic 
stories/archaic 
vocabulary 

 

The True Story 
of the 3 Little 
Pigs by John 
Scieszka 

Fable/Complex 
narrator 

 

Fantastically 
Great Women 
Who Changed 
the World by 
Kate Pankhurst 
Non-
fiction/Inspiring 
/Historical 
 

Varjak Paw by 
SF Said 

Modern classic 

 

Amari and the 
Night Brothers 
by B.B Alston 

Mystery 
 

  

   

Winnie the 
Pooh by A.A 
Milne 

Classic/Archaic 
text 

King Kong by 
Anthony 
Browne 
 
Classic 
 

The Firework-
Maker’s 
Daughter by 
Philip Pullman 
 
Historical Fiction 
 

The 13-Storey 
Treehouse by 
Andy Griffiths 
and Terry 
Denton 
 
Graphic Novel 
 

The Butterfly 
Lion by Michael 
Morpurgo 
 
Historical fiction 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Year 5 and 6 
 

 
 

 

     

The Iron Man 
by Ted Hughes 
Science Fiction 
 

Stig of the 
Dump by Clive 
King 
Classic/Archaic 
text 
 

When Hitler 
Stole Pink 
Rabbit by 
Judith Kerr 
Historical 
 

Brightstorm by 
Vashti Hardy 
Fantasy 
 

The Phoenix 
and the Carpet 
by E.Nesbit 
Classic/ 
Challenging text 
 

     

The Boy at the 
Back of the 
Class by Onjali 
Rauf 
Diverse/Refugee 
story 
 

Absolutely 
Everything by 
Christopher 
Lloyd 
Encylopedia 
 

Cogheart by 
Peter Bunzl 
Victorian 
adventure/ 
Complex 
narrator 
 

The Chronicles 
of Narnia by 
C.S Lewis 
Fantasy 
 

 


